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STEVE SACK

Deal”) makes clear he is an
unapologetic hawk, seemingly
prepared to scuttle the deal,
blockade Iran if necessary, and
commit U.S. ground troops following a ﬁrst strike by Israel.
Having apparently bought
into the discredited Bush
rationale for our war in Iraq,
Dr. Chabot now believes that
further military engagement in
the Middle East is both necessary and desirable; and that
international peacekeeping efforts, including this agreement,
are essentially a waste of time.
Most Americans and local
Democrats assuredly are not on
board with such bellicose views.
A very good case can be made,

in fact, that our Iraq misadventure has fueled the rise of ISIS
and made Iran (which ironically
also opposes ISIS) even stronger.
Dr. Chabot seemingly has either
not paid attention to such inconvenient history or (with ﬂair, I
must admit) simply parades out
his special blend of misleading
ideology.
In short, we are very grateful
Rep. Aguilar was chosen by voters in this district to represent
us in Congress instead of Dr.
Chabot. And it follows that we
think this is all the more reason
for them to do so again when the
campaign rivalry renews.
— Roger Bell, vice president of the
Redlands Area Democratic Club

Groundwater management crucial issue in state
means less moisture to sustain
weeds and bugs, leading to lower
or no use of dangerous chemical
herbicides and pesticides.
So, the drought may lead to
teachable moments for California farmers who up until now
often have reacted to the drastic
lack of Sierra snowmelt and local rainfall in one, entirely nonsustainable way: drilling deeper
wells, depleting the groundwater
not only on their own properties
but for everyone who lives and
works around them.
In a recent interview on “Meet
the Press,” Gov. Jerry Brown acknowledged his administration
hasn’t been tough enough about
overseeing rampant new welldrilling that NASA satellites
viewed from JPL in La Cañada
Flintridge show is rapidly lowering the ground level in the state’s
Central Valley while it is taking
out water at a far faster level
than it can be replenished even
in a rainy winter season.
Formerly loose rules that
made California’s agriculture

water the least-regulated in the
West have been tightened since
January. As in other Western
states, local agencies are being
created with the ability to police
what farmers can take out of
aquifers, whose underground
boundaries go far beyond their
own surface real estate. But the
three-bill package passed by
the Legislature has a very slow
schedule, with oversight plans
not set to beﬁnalized until 2022
toward a goal of sustainability by 2040. Patient rollouts are
ﬁne in theory, but new JPL data
shows that the ground level in
the San Joaquin Valley is sinking faster than ever before, up to
2 inches a month in some places,
putting homes and businesses at
risk. The report also shows that
groundwater in the valley is up
to 100 feet lower than previous
record lows.
California can’t afford to go
slow. Sustaining our agrarian
future calls for action now.
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